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By Naomi Pinno 

Statistics on Child 
Labor 

There are 182.1 
million children in child 
labor world wide!  

The different kinds of 
child labor are: 
agrucultural, cultivators, 
mining, manufacturing, 
trade, 
household/industries, 
the sex trade, and child 
solidiers. 

"There is no trust more 
sacred than the one the 
world holds with 
children. There is no 
duty more important 
than ensuring that their 
rights are respected, that 
their welfare is 
protected, that their 
lives are free from fear 
and want and that they 
can grow up in peace."  
-- Kofi Annan 
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Life Story: Nadeem 
Nadeem is a 9 year old boy who works as an apprentice 
weaver for a wealthy man named Sadique. Nadeem's father 
is Mirza, a 30 year old brick worker. Sadique is describing 
the "advantages" his son will "enjoy" in his job position. 
"I've admired your boy for several months," Sadique says. 
"Nadeem is bright and ambitious. He will learn far more 
practical skills in six months at the loom than he would in 
six years of school. He will be taught by experienced 
craftsmen, and his pay will rise as his skills improve. Have 
no doubt, your son will be thankful for the opportunity you 
have given him, and the Lord will bless you for looking so 
well after your own."  
 
Sadique most aggressively hires 7-10 year old children 
because they are "the most energetic and dexterous at this 
stage of development and are very obedient." Sadique says 
that the boys would work all day and night if he asked. But, 
when pressed, Sadique says that he hires them first and 
foremost because he can save a lot of money. Three boys 
who produce first class rugs would receive the same salary 

as a second-class adult weaver. The low cost of his labor 
gives Sadique a significant edge over all of his competitors 
in countries where child labor laws are enforced. They 
greatly undersell their competitors, and, not surprisingly, 
American and European consumers are attracted to low 
price, yet high quality goods, not knowing of the children 
who slaved away making them. Whatever reluctance Mirza 
currently has are greatly overshadowed by his poverty, 
which is extreme and worsening. He supports a family of 
five by working at a kiln nearby, molding bricks by hand for 
around 80 hours a week. Many families in similar conditions 
are forced to give their children up to manufacturers like 
Sadique for as little as $15 US. Poverty is ruling the 
children’s lives. They are thrown into an endless cycle of 
hard manual labor. Once the child is put into this cycle, the 
family usually cannot raise enough money to buy the child 
back, or the child never gets an education or even a 
payment to go do something else later on in his/her life. 

http://library.thinkquest.org/03oct/01908/800/lifestory_nad
eem.htm 

True story of a Child Laborer  
 

Child labor is 
robbing the world’s 
prize possession, 
and future of joy, 
education, wisdom 
and hope! 
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What is Child Labor  

(a) work which exposes children to physical, 
psychological or sexual abuse; 
(b) work underground, under water, at dangerous 
heights or in confined spaces; 
(c) work with dangerous machinery, equipment and 
tools, or which involves the manual handling or 
transport of heavy loads; 
(d) work in an unhealthy environment which may, 
for example, expose children to hazardous 
substances, agents or processes, or to 
temperatures, noise levels, or vibrations damaging 
to their health; 
(e) work under particularly difficult conditions such 
as work for long hours or during the night or work 
where the child is unreasonably confined to the 
premises of the employer. 

 
http://www.ilo.org/ipec/facts/WorstFormsofChildLabo
ur/lang--en/ 

 

Manan’s Story 

Manan’s story is like that of many other children in his 
village; like theirs but not the same as their because he is 
able to talk about it in the past thanks to the action of an 
Indian NGO, the Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA), which 
convinced his parents to take the boy out of the mine and 

put him into a rehabilitation center in Jaipur to study. 
“More than half the children of our village are engaged in 
mica mining and so are their parents. The youngest are 6-
7 years old,” Manan said. Families in Samsahiriya on 
average have ten members who are employed in the 
‘khadan’, the mine. Some of the ore can be found on the 
surface but a good deal has to be dug out of the bowels of 
the earth through tunnels. In the past, some tunnels have 
collapsed killing miners. For Manan a working day would 
begin at 10 am and last until 6 pm.The day's haul would 
then be sold to agents, the price varying according to the 
quality. A kilo of ore could sell for as low as 4-8 rupees or 
as a high as 20 rupees (US$ 40 cents).  

His life was like this until four years ago when the BBA got 
him to Jaipur to study.Since then he has been on a mission 
to defend children’s rights. Whenever he visited his family, 
he tried to convince other families to let their children go 
to school instead of the mine. So far eight did. I would tell 
them that if they didn’t allow their kids to study the next 
generation too will suffer,” he said. Even though “it took 
many attempts” in the end “they were conivced . 
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“More than 
half the 
children of 
our village 
are 
engaged in 
mica mining 
and so are 
their 
parents. 
The 
youngest 
are 6-7 
years old,” 
Manan said. 

 

 


